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private letter1 to one of Her Majesty's Ministers,
after urging his plan of retrenchment, he writes thus:
t One thing, I implore, may not be done, and that
is the removal of a single British bayonet or sabre
from India. We can, I believe, reduce our military
expenditure by a million, without giving up one of
the little white-faced men in red/ ' We are strongly
impressed with the belief/ he wrote, in his public
Despatch a few weeks later;2 ' that we have not one
British soldier too many in this country. We should
most strongly object to any reduction of their num-
ber, because we are convinced that such a step could
not be taken without endangering and weakening
authority, one of the mainstays of British rule/

Nevertheless, he proposed to reduce the charges
for the European troops by half a million sterling.
This, too, without decreasing their rank and file by
a man, or the pay of either officers or men by a
shilling. He proved that one great cause of the in-
creased military expenditure, of which the Secretary
of State so justly complained, arose from the fact
that European regiments in India had gradually de-
clined from their full effective strength, so that a
larger number of separate regiments were required
to give an equal total of fighting men. He pro-
posed, by strengthening each regiment, to keep the
same total of fighting men, and to reduce the number
of separate regiments. He would thus get rid of the

1 Dated 9th September 1869.

2 Governor-General to Secretary of State, No. 349, dated 4th October
1869, para, 24.